
FY 2016 Houston EMA/HSDA Ryan White Part A/MAI Service Definition 
Legal Services 

Revision Date: 03/03/14 
HRSA Service Category 
Title: RWGA Only 

Legal Services 

Permanency Planning 

Local Service Category 
Title: 

Legal Assistance 

Budget Type: 

RWGA Only 

Fee for Service 

Budget Requirements or 
Restrictions: 

RWGA Only 

 

 

Only time spent by the Attorney working on a client’s case may be 
billed under this contract.  Travel time to and from a client’s 
residence is not billable. Criminal matters are not eligible for 
reimbursement.  The clients’ legal representative and/or affected 
significant other is no longer eligible for Ryan White-funded legal 
assistance services if the HIV-infected individual is deceased (i.e. 
eligibility for Ryan White-funded legal services ceases upon death 
of the HIV-positive client). 

$50,000 is designated to provide Legal Assistance Services to 
eligible PLWHA who reside in the Houston EMA/HSDA outside of 
Harris County (i.e. in the rural area). 

HRSA Service Category 
Definition: 

RWGA Only 

1.  Legal services are the provision of services to individuals with 
respect to powers of attorney and interventions necessary to ensure 
access to eligible benefits, including discrimination or breach of 
confidentiality litigation as it relates to services eligible for funding 
under the Ryan White Program.  It does not include any legal 
services that arrange for guardianship or adoption of children after 
the death of their normal caregiver. 

2.  Permanency planning is the provision of services to help clients 
or families make decisions about placement and care of minor 
children after the parents/caregivers are deceased or are no longer 
able to care for them. 

Local Service Category 
Definition: 

Ryan White allowable legal and permanency planning services 
provided to HIV-infected individuals and/or their legal 
representatives by an Attorney licensed to practice in Texas. 

Target Population (age, 
gender, geographic, race, 
ethnicity, etc.): 

HIV-infected persons living within the Houston Eligible 
Metropolitan Area (EMA) and/or their legal representatives. 

 

Services to be Provided: Comprehensive legal assistance must include but is not limited to 
estate planning, permanency planning, discrimination, entitlement, 
and insurance disputes. 
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Service Unit Definition(s): 

RWGA Only 

A unit of service is defined as one (1) hour of service provided by an 
Attorney licensed to practice in Texas. 

Financial Eligibility: Refer to the RWPC’s approved FY 2015 Financial Eligibility for 
Houston EMA Services. 

Client Eligibility: 

 

HIV-infected residents of the Houston EMA/HSDA. 

Agency Requirements: 

 

Not applicable. 

Staff Requirements: Staff attorney must be licensed by the State of Texas and have a 
minimum educational level of a doctorate in Jurisprudence. 

Special Requirements: 

RWGA Only 

None. 
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FY 2017 RWPC “How to Best Meet the Need” Decision Process 
Step in Process: Council   

Date:  06/09/2016 
Recommendations: Approved:  Y:_____  No: ______ 

Approved With Changes:______ 
If approved with changes list 
changes below: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Step in Process: Steering Committee  
 Date:  06/02/2016 

Recommendations: Approved:  Y:_____  No: ______ 
Approved With Changes:______ 

If approved with changes list 
changes below: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Step in Process: Quality Improvement Committee  
Date:  05/19/2016 

Recommendations: Approved:  Y:_____  No: ______ 
Approved With Changes:______ 

If approved with changes list 
changes below: 

1.  

2. 

3. 

Step in Process: HTBMTN Workgroup  
Date: 04/27/2016 

Recommendations: Financial Eligibility:    

1.  

2. 

3. 
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Ayako Miyashita

Print this page    •   Back to Web version of article

OPINION

By Ayako Miyashita

April 10, 2015

The road to achieving an AIDS-free generation focuses heavily on treating and
preventing HIV infection through medicine. But many people living with HIV
(PLWH) face a wide array of barriers to accessing the care they need and
meeting their basic needs. If we hope to move toward a day when we no longer
have to worry about HIV infection, we must look beyond medicine and pay better
attention to the lived experiences of PLWH, particularly those in vulnerable
circumstances.

Looking at the legal needs of PLWH provides a window to understanding the
barriers people face in their daily lives. Without access to justice, PLWH are at
risk of losing the very supports that make survival possible -- including income,
health care and housing. In a study released last week by the Williams Institute
at UCLA School of Law, we looked at the legal needs of almost 400 PLWH in
Los Angeles County. Our participants were mostly low-income individuals, and
many identified as gender, sexual and racial/ethnic minorities.

The prevalence of unmet legal need among the respondents was much greater than we expected to find.

On average, respondents reported experiencing six legal needs in four legal issue areas in the year prior
to taking the survey.
The overwhelming majority of respondents did not look for a lawyer for their most recent legal need.
Some said they did not look for help because they feared being treated badly because of their HIV
status.
Almost a quarter of respondents who looked for help and could not find help felt the provider was
insensitive to their needs as PLWH.
Almost all respondents experienced a legal need, and only 16% found help from a lawyer.

These legal needs included problems with the key aspects of daily living.

Nearly 1 in 2 respondents reported challenges in accessing health care, including accessing
medical care, medication, health insurance and/or health coverage in the year prior to the survey.
Nearly 1 in 5 respondents reported living in unstable housing including being homeless, living in a
shelter and/or staying somewhere temporarily sometime in the year prior to the survey.
Greater than 1 in 3 respondents reported discrimination based on their HIV status in housing,
employment and health care settings in the five-year period prior to the survey.
Greater than 1 in 3 respondents reported being three or more months behind in payments for
student loans, medical bills, credit cards, child support and/or car loans in the year prior to the survey.

Some experiences, unique to certain minority groups, were particularly troubling.

http://www.thebody.com/content/75690/with-legal-needs-unmet-people-with-hiv-may-lose-wh.html?ts=pf
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Latino respondents reported being particularly vulnerable to immigration-related needs. The 41%
of Latinos who indicated immigration-related needs represent a population that, if deported, could be at
risk of losing ongoing access to lifesaving HIV medication.
Gay and bisexual men reported high levels of harassment, violent attack and victimization from
some other crime. At 41%, gay and bisexual men were significantly more likely to report experiences of
victimization as compared to cisgender women (24%) and straight cisgender men (17%).
Transgender women reported high rates of interaction with the criminal justice system and were
significantly more likely to report being violently attacked. As compared to cisgender women (23%),
transgender women reported interacting with the criminal justice system at a significantly higher rate
(41%). Looking at violent attacks, transgender women were particularly vulnerable (29%) and were
significantly more likely to report being violently attacked than straight cisgender men (7%).
The majority of individuals who reported being incarcerated for a week or more experienced
problems related to their HIV while in jail and/or prison. Of the 16% of respondents who reported a
history of incarceration, 56% reported experiencing problems associated with their HIV status. This
included problems accessing HIV medications (32%), being separated from others due to HIV status
(41%) and being denied access to services in the jail or prison as a result of their HIV status (15%).

If you understand how HIV stigma works, and the insidious ways in which HIV-based discrimination can impact
the lives of PLWH, then perhaps none of this comes as a surprise. While the results of this study are not
generalizable and cannot be applied to PLWH as a whole, they illustrate that for the many people we
surveyed, living with HIV boils down to overcoming challenges and barriers in all aspects of daily life.

The implications of this study might not be novel or distinct, but they bear repeating: We need more funding,
more research and more education if we are going to meet the needs of PLWH. It is only by addressing these
needs that we can begin to contemplate a future generation without HIV infection, whether because we have
found a functional cure or achieve success in removing all stigma associated with the disease.

Ayako Miyashita is the inaugural Brian Belt HIV Law & Policy Fellow at the Williams Institute at UCLA School
of Law. Previously, she provided direct legal services to low-income clients living with HIV/AIDS in Los
Angeles' Skid Row area, and helped HIV-positive clients in the San Francisco Bay Area with immigration-
related matters.

Copyright © 2015 Remedy Health Media, LLC. All rights reserved.

This article was provided by TheBody.com. You can find this article online by typing this address into your Web
browser:
http://www.thebody.com/content/75690/with-legal-needs-unmet-people-with-hiv-may-lose-wh.html

General Disclaimer: TheBody.com is designed for educational purposes only and is not engaged in rendering
medical advice or professional services. The information provided through TheBody.com should not be used
for diagnosing or treating a health problem or a disease. It is not a substitute for professional care. If you have
or suspect you may have a health problem, consult your health care provider.
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