Houston Area HIV Services Ryan White Planning Council

Standing Committee Structure
(Reviewed 01-14-20)

1. Affected Community Committee
This committee is designed to acknowledge the collective importance of consumer

participation in Planning Council (PC) strategic activities and provide consumer education on
HIV-related matters. The committee will serve as a place where consumers can safely and in
an environment of trust discuss PC work plans and activities. This committee will verify
consumer participation on each of the standing committees of the PC, with the exception of the
Steering Committee (the Chair of the Affected Community Committee will represent the
committee on the Steering Committee).

When providing consumer education, the committee should not use pharmaceutical
representatives to present educational information. Once a year, the committee may host a
presentation where all HIV/AIDS-related drug representatives are invited.

The committee will consist of HIV+ individuals, their caregivers (friends or family
members) and others. All members of the PC who self-disclose as HIV+ are requested to be a
member of the Affected Community Committee; however membership on a committee for
HIV+ individuals will not be restricted to the Affected Community Committee.

2. Comprehensive HIV Planning Committee
This committee is responsible for developing the Comprehensive Needs Assessment,

Comprehensive Plan (including the Continuum of Care), and making recommendations
regarding special topics (such as non-Ryan White Program services related to the Continuum of
Care). The committee must benefit from affiliate membership and expertise.

3. Operations Committee
This committee combines four areas where compliance with Planning Council

operations is the focus. The committee develops and facilitates the management of Planning
Council operating procedures, guidelines, and inquiries into members’ compliance with these
procedures and guidelines. It also implements the Open Nominations Process, which requires a
continuous focus on recruitment and orientation. This committee is also the place where the
Planning Council self-evaluations are initiated and conducted.

This committee will not benefit from affiliate member participation except where
resolve of grievances are concerned.

4. Priority and Allocations Committee
This committee gives attention to the comprehensive process of establishing priorities

and allocations for each Planning Council year. Membership on this committee does include
affiliate members and must be guided by skills appropriate to priority setting and allocations,
not by interests in priority setting and allocations. All Ryan White Planning Council
committees, but especially this committee, regularly review and monitor member participation
in upholding the Conflict of Interest standards.
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5. Quality Improvement Committee
This committee will be given the responsibility of assessing and ensuring continuous

quality improvement within Ryan White funded services. This committee is also the place
where definitions and recommendations on “how to best meet the need” are made. Standards of
Care and Performance Measures/Outcome Evaluation, which must be looked at within each
year and monitored from this committee. Whenever possible, this committee should collaborate
with the other Ryan White planning groups, especially within the service categories that are
also funded by the other Ryan White Parts, to create shared Standards of Care.

In addition to these responsibilities, this committee is also designed to implement the
Planning Council’s third legislative requirement, assessing the administrative mechanism in
rapidly allocating funds to the areas of greatest need within the eligible area, or assessing how
well the grantee manages to get funds to providers. This means reviewing how quickly
contracts with service providers are signed and how long the grantee takes to pay these
providers. It also means reviewing whether the funds are used to pay only for services that were
identified as priorities by the Planning Council and whether all the funds are spent. This
Committee may benefit from the utilization of affiliate members.
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