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Houston Area HIV Services Ryan White Planning Council 

Quality Improvement Committee 
2:00 p.m., Tuesday, October 15, 2019 

Meeting Location: 2223 W. Loop South, Room 416; Houston, Texas 77027 
 
 

Agenda 
* Indicates that the report will be provided at the meeting 

 
I. Call to Order          Denis Kelly and  

A. Moment of Reflection   Gloria Sierra, Co-Chairs 
B. Adoption of Agenda 
C. Approval of Minutes 

 
II. Public Comment 

(NOTE: If you wish to speak during the Public Comment portion of the meeting, please sign up on the clipboard at the 
front of the room.  No one is required to give his or her name or HIV status.  All meetings are audio taped by the Office 
of Support for use in creating the meeting minutes.  The audiotape and the minutes are public record.  If you state your 
name or HIV status it will be on public record.  If you would like your health status known, but do not wish to state 
your name, you can simply say: “I am a person living with HIV”, before stating your opinion.  If you represent an 
organization, please state that you are representing an agency and give the name of the organization.  If you work for 
an organization, but are representing your self, please state that you are attending as an individual and not as an agency 
representative. Individuals can also submit written comments to a member of the staff who would be happy to read the 
comments on behalf of the individual at this point in the meeting.  Committee members are asked to remember that this 
is a time to hear from the community.  It is not a time for dialogue.  Committee members and staff are asked to refrain 
from asking questions of the person giving public comment.) 

 
III. Reports from Ryan White Administrative Agents 

A. Ryan White Part A/MAI:   Carin Martin 
1.  FY 2019 Procurement, dated 08/22/19 
2.  FY 2019 Service Utilization, dated 09/06/19 

B. Ryan White Part B and State Services   Patrick Martin 
1. FY 19/20 Procurement Part B, dated 09/26/19 
2.   FY 18/19 Procurement State Services, dated 09/26/19 
3. FY 18/19 Service Utilization State Services, dated 09/30/19 
3.   FY 18/19 Health Insurance Assistance Service Utilization, dated 09/24/19 

 
IV. FY 2020 Standards of Care and Performance Measures 

A. Ryan White Part A/MAI              Samantha Bowen 
B. Ryan White Part B/State Services            Tiffany Shepherd 

 
V. Telehealth vs. Telemedicine        
 
VI. Suggested Changes to Committee Reports for FY 2020    Tori Williams 
 
VII. Announcements 
 
VIII. Adjourn 
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Houston Area HIV Services Ryan White Planning Council 
 

Quality Improvement Committee 
2:00 p.m., Tuesday, August 13, 2019 

Meeting location: 2223 W. Loop South, Room 532; Houston, Texas 77027 
 

Minutes 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT MEMBERS ABSENT OTHERS PRESENT 
Denis Kelly, Co-Chair Rosalind Belcher Patrick Martin, TRG 
Gloria Sierra, Co-Chair Ahmier Gibson Heather Keizman, RWGA 
Tony Crawford, via phone Gregory Hamilton, excused Samantha Bowen, RWGA 
Ronnie Galley Daphne L. Jones, excused Tori Williams, Ofc of Support 
Tom Lindstrom, via phone Robert Noble Amber Harbolt, Ofc of Support 
Pete Rodriguez John Poole, excused Diane Beck, Ofc of Support 
Crystal Starr, via phone Carol Suazo, excused  
Ma’Janae Chambers, via phone Kevin Aloysius, excused  
Daniel Impastato Ashley Barnes , excused  
Marcely Macias Billy Ray Grant, Jr  
Deondre Moore Cecilia Oshingbade  
Tracy Sandles   
Donte Smith   
Kent Tillison   

 

Call to Order: Denis Kelly, Co-Chair, called the meeting to order at 2:09 p.m. and asked for a moment of 
reflection.  He then asked everyone to introduce themselves. 
 
Adoption of the Agenda: Motion #1: it was moved and seconded (Galley, Tillison) to adopt the agenda.  
Motion carried.  Abstention: Aloysius 
  
Approval of the Minutes: Motion #2: it was moved and seconded (Tillison, Galley) to approve the June 18, 
2019 committee meeting minutes.  Motion carried. Abstentions: Lindstrom, Rodriguez, Starr, Chambers, 
Impastato, Macias, Moore, Smith, Tillison.  
 
Public Comment:  None. 
 
Reports from the Administrative Agents 
Ryan White Part A and MAI: Keizman presented the following attached reports:  

• FY19 Service Utilization, dated 08/07/19 
• FY19 RW Part A and MAI Procurement Report, dated 08/07/19 

Ryan White Part B and State Services: P. Martin presented the following attached reports:  
• FY19/20 Part B Procurement Report, dated 07/24/19 
• FY19/20 Part B Service Utilization Report, dated 07/31/19 
• FY18/19 DSHS State Services Procurement Report, dated 07/24/19 
• FY18/19 DSHS State Services Service Utilization Report, dated 07/31/19 
• Health Insurance Service Utilization Report, dated 07/29/19 

 



 

J:\Committees\Quality Improvement\2019 Agendas & Minutes\Minutes 08-13-19.docx 

New Business 
FY 2019 Assessment of the RW Part A Administrative Mechanism:  See attached.  Motion #3: it was 
moved and seconded (Starr, Smith) to accept the attached report for the Part A Ryan White Administrative 
Mechanism with no action required.  Motion carried. 
 
FY 2020 How To Best Meet the Need Updates 
Geriatric Primary Care: Williams said that Legacy will be opening a geriatric clinic at Montrose Center’s 
new senior housing facility. See attached flyer.   
Greater Visibility for Adult Day Treatment: P. Martin said that they are working on a brochure about all of 
the services they fund.  It will be shared with the CQI Committee and be included in Case Management 
Training. Moore asked if the information would also be advertised on social media.  Williams said yes, we can 
do anything with it.  
Test and Treat: Williams said that there will be an update on Test and Treat at the September 12th Planning 
Council meeting. 
Mental Health Services & Non-HIV Medication Williams stated that, per the recommendation of the 
Committee, the financial eligibility for both of these services was raised to 400% FPL. 
Training: Telehealth vs Telemedicine: See attached PowerPoint from Jones and email from Miertschin.  
Kelly said there was a long discussion about this at the Planning Council meeting.  Telemedicine is with a 
doctor, telehealth is everything else like mental health, etc.  Bowen said it is on the agenda for the next CQI 
Committee meeting to find out if it was funded how they would use it and what technology would be needed.  
Macias said that many low income clients only have text and limited minutes but no data so they would need 
access to Wi-Fi.  She also expressed concern about older people having sophisticated cell phone skills. 
Williams will continue to gather information on this topic. 
 
Announcements: Moore said that AIDS Healthcare Foundation is opening a thrift store with a pharmacy at 
the same location that will also do HIV  testing.  Martin said that there will be a resource fair for the recently 
released at Montrose Center on October 23rd. 
 
Adjourn:  The meeting was adjourned at 3:35 p.m.  
 
 
 
Submitted by:      Approved by: 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
Tori Williams, Director     Date  Committee Chair   Date 
 
 
 
 



































































































































































































































































































































































































































 



August 30, 2019 
 
Dear Health Department and CBO Grantees, 

I am writing to encourage you to continue your work to spread the word about the power 
of viral suppression to improve the health of people with HIV and to prevent the sexual 
transmission of HIV.  This information is important and has the power to change lives. 

In July, we updated our webpage titled “Effectiveness of Prevention Strategies to 
Reduce the Risk of Acquiring or Transmitting HIV” that features tables summarizing the 
latest evidence of effectiveness for the key HIV prevention strategies ART, PrEP, and 
condoms. For ART, the science is strong and clear; the data show that the effectiveness 
for ART with viral suppression is estimated to be 100% for preventing sexual 
transmission of HIV.  In other words, for persons taking ART as prescribed and 
achieving and maintaining viral suppression, there is effectively no risk of transmitting 
HIV through sex.  

CDC has taken a number of steps to share this information. We have sent various 
communications to our partners, developed technical and consumer fact sheets, and 
received funding from HHS to further accelerate the dissemination of this information 
through the development of new campaign resources for health care providers and 
consumers through our Let’s Stop HIV Together (formerly Act Against AIDS) 
campaigns.  We are pleased that these resources are available on our Treatment as 
Prevention website, and we will continue to post more as they become available.   
 
We urge you to share this groundbreaking science with your communities.  Research 
shows that no single message is acceptable or understandable to all audiences, so it is 
important to have flexibility and options when communicating about this life-saving 
science. You can use CDC-developed materials, as well as materials developed by 
community groups such as Prevention Action Campaign, the organization responsible 
for the U=U campaign (undetectable=untransmittable).  
 
The bottom line – there are a lot of resources available through CDC and elsewhere. 
We encourage you to do all you can to share this important information in your 
communities. If you have specific questions related to this issue or how to best integrate 
CDC materials into your program, please contact your CDC project officer who can help 
you or link you to Division resources who are happy to assist. 
 
Thank you, 

Eugene McCray, M.D.  
Director, Division of HIV/AIDS Prevention  
National Center for HIV/AIDS, Viral Hepatitis, STD & TB Prevention 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
1600 Clifton Road, NE (Mailstop US8-5) 
Atlanta, GA 30329-4027 

https://www.cdc.gov/hiv/risk/estimates/preventionstrategies.html
https://www.cdc.gov/hiv/risk/estimates/preventionstrategies.html
https://www.cdc.gov/hiv/pdf/risk/art/cdc-hiv-art-viral-suppression.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/hiv/pdf/risk/art/cdc-hiv-tasp-101.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/actagainstaids/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/hiv/risk/art/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/hiv/risk/art/index.html
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