
  DRAFT 

J:\Council\2019 Agenda & Minutes\Agenda 10-10-19.docx 

 

HOUSTON AREA HIV SERVICES  
RYAN WHITE PLANNING COUNCIL 

<<>> 
We envision an educated community where the needs of all persons living with and/or affected by HIV are met by accessible,  

effective, and culturally sensitive health and psychosocial services that are part of a fully coordinated system.  
The community will continue to intervene responsibly until the end of the epidemic. 

The Houston Eligible Metropolitan Area (EMA) Ryan White Planning Council will improve the quality of life and advocate for 
those living with and/or affected by HIV by taking a leadership role in the planning and assessment of HIV resources. 

 
 

AGENDA 
12 noon, October 10, 2019 

Meeting Location: 2223 W. Loop South, Room 532 
Houston, Texas 77027 

 
 
 
I. Call to Order                                                                                                 Bruce Turner, Chair, 

A. Welcome and Moment of Reflection   Ryan White Planning Council 
B. Adoption of the Agenda 
C. Approval of the Minutes 
D. Training: Trauma Informed Care Aly Jacobs 

 Houston Area Women’s Center 
E. Meet & Greet Commander Luz Rivera & Lt. Commander Rodrigo Chavez All 

Representatives of the US Department of Health and Human Services 
F. EIIHA Update Amber Harbolt 

 Ryan White Office of Support 
 
II. Public Comments and Announcements 

(NOTE: If you wish to speak during the Public Comment portion of the meeting, please sign up on the clipboard at the front 
of the room.  No one is required to give his or her name or HIV status.  All meetings are audio taped by the Office of Support 
for use in creating the meeting minutes.  The audiotape and the minutes are public record.  If you state your name or HIV 
status it will be on public record.  If you would like your health status known, but do not wish to state your name, you can 
simply say: “I am a person living with HIV”, before stating your opinion.  If you represent an organization, please state that 
you are representing an agency and give the name of the organization.  If you work for an organization, but are representing 
yourself, please state that you are attending as an individual and not as an agency representative. Individuals can also submit 
written comments to the Council Secretary who would be happy to read the comments on behalf of the individual at this 
point in the meeting. The Chair of the Council has the authority to limit public comment to 1 minute per person. All 
information from the public must be provided in this portion of the meeting. Council members please remember that this is 
a time to hear from the community.  It is not a time for dialogue.  Council members and staff are asked to refrain from asking 
questions of the person giving public comment.) 

 
III. Reports from Committees 

A. Comprehensive HIV Planning Committee                    Daphne L. Jones, Chair   
Item: HHD Community Health Improvement Plan Update 
Recommended Action: FYI: Camden Hallmark provided an update 
on the Houston Health Department’s (HHD) Community Health 
Improvement Plan, including objectives aligned with the 2017  
Comprehensive Plan. Please see the attached presentation.  
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Item: Epidemiological Profile 
Recommended Action: FYI: The Committee reviewed and offered 
content feedback on drafts of Chapter 5 (Profile of People Who Are 
Out of Care in the Houston Area). 
 
Item:  Needs Assessment Progress                                                  
Recommended Action: FYI:   As of 9/23/19, 572 surveys have been  
collected. This is 97% of the minimum target sample size.  
 
Item:  Quarterly Committee Report                                                  
Recommended Action: FYI:   Please see the attached quarterly 
committee report. 

 
B.  Affected Community Committee              Rodney Mills and  

Item: FY 2020 Standards of Care and Performance Measures        Isis Torrente, Co-Chairs 
Recommended Action: FYI: The Committee hosted a consumer-only 
workgroup meeting to provide input into the FY 2020 Standards of 
Care and Performance Measures.  The results of the workgroup will  
be shared with the Quality Improvement Committee in October and  
will be reflected in the recommendations that will be sent forward  
from the Quality Improvement Committee in November.  Many thanks 
to Samantha Bowen and Reachelian Ellison for facilitating the workgroup 
meeting.  
 
Item: Final 2019 Meetings for Review of the FY 2020 Standards of Care 
and Performance Measures 
Recommended Action: FYI: The final 2019 meetings to review and 
provide input into the FY 2020 Standards of Care and Performance 
Measures are scheduled for the following dates: 
• 2 pm, Mon., Oct. 7, 2019 – Community Workgroup Meeting 
• 2 pm, Tues., Oct. 15, 2019 – Quality Improvement Committee Meeting 
• 12 noon, Thurs., Nov. 7, 2019 – Ryan White Steering Committee Meeting 
• 12 noon, Thurs., Nov. 14, 2019 – Ryan White Planning Council Meeting 
All are invited to attend or sent public comment for review at these meetings. 
 
Item:  2019 Community Events   
Recommended Action: FYI:  See the attached list of 2019 Community 
Events.   
 
Item:  2019 Greeters 
Recommended Action: FYI:  See the attached list of 2019 Greeters. 
Again, heartfelt thanks go to those who greet our guests as they arrive 
and help them feel comfortable at our meetings.   

 
C.  Quality Improvement Committee               Denis Kelly and 

 No report.            Gloria Sierra, Co-Chairs 
        

D.  Priority and Allocations Committee           Peta-gay Ledbetter and  
 No report.              Bobby Cruz, Co-Chairs 
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E.  Operations Committee             Ronnie Galley and  

 Item:  Election of 2020 Officers          Allen Murray, Co-Chairs 
Recommended Action: FYI:  See the attached policy regarding the  
Election of 2020 Officers.  Please note that nominations may be  
submitted to the Director of the Office of Support up until the end  
of the November Steering Committee meeting. After that time,  
nominations will be added from the floor the day of the election,  
which is December 12, 2019. Before the election, each nominee 
must submit a brief written description of their qualifications for the 
office they are seeking and prepare a short presentation describing  
their qualifications.  
 
Item:  Youth Participation in the Planning Council 
Recommended Action: FYI:  The Operations Committee would like to 
work with youth from AIDS Foundation Houston’s youth program,  
possibly DeBakey High School and others to start a Ryan White Youth 
Committee. The Youth Committee will be by, for and about youth.  The 
purpose will be to advise the Council on how to get input from and design 
services for youth living with HIV.  One idea that the Committee is  
exploring is developing a Project LEAP program for youth.   
 
Item:  Youth Participation in the Planning Council 
Recommended Action: Motion: Approve a pilot project to start a Youth 
Committee that will be made up of youth and will advise the Planning  
Council on how to get input from and design services for youth living 
with HIV.  Allocate $3,000 from October unspent funds if needed to 
support the pilot project.   
 
Item:  2020 Council Membership  
Recommended Action: FYI:  The Committee interviewed three Council 
applicants on September 17, 2019 and may interview additional applicants 
at their October meeting.  

 
 
V. Report from the Office of Support Tori Williams, Director 
 
 
VI. Report from Ryan White Grant Administration Carin Martin, Manager 
 
 
VII. Report from The Resource Group S. Johnson-Fairley, Health Planner 
 
 
VIII. Medical Updates Shital Patel, MD 
  Baylor College of Medicine 
 
IX. New Business (30 seconds/report) 

A. Molecular HIV Surveillance Forum on Sept. 18, 2019 Allen Murray 
B. Ryan White Part C Urban and Part D Dawn Jenkins 
C. HOPWA Niquita Moret 
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D. Community Prevention Group (CPG) Tana Pradia 
E. Update from Task Forces: 

• Sexually Transmitted Infections (STI) John Poole 
• African American S. Johnson-Fairley 
• Latino Gloria Sierra 
• Youth Gloria Sierra 
• MSM John Poole 
• Hepatitis C 
• Project PATHH (Protecting our Angels Through Healing Hearts)  Johnny Deal             

      formerly Urban AIDS Ministry 
F. HIV and Aging Coalition Bruce Turner 
G. Texas HIV Medication Advisory Committee Nancy Miertschin 
H. Positive Women’s Network Tana Pradia 
I. Texas Black Women’s Initiative Sha’Terra Johnson-Fairly 
J. Texas HIV Syndicate  Amber Harbolt 
K. END HIV Houston Crystal Townsend 
L. Texans Living with HIV Network Tana Pradia 

 
 
IX. Announcements 
 
 
X. Adjournment  
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HOUSTON AREA HIV SERVICES  
RYAN WHITE PLANNING COUNCIL 

<<>> 
We envision an educated community where the needs of all persons living with HIV and/or affected individuals are 

met by accessible, effective, and culturally sensitive health and psychosocial services that are part of a fully  
coordinated system. The community will continue to intervene responsibly until the end of the epidemic. 

 
The Houston Eligible Metropolitan Area (EMA) Ryan White Planning Council will improve the quality of life  

and advocate for those living with and/or affected by HIV by taking a leadership role in the planning  
and assessment of HIV resources. 

 
MINUTES 

12 noon, Thursday, September 12, 2019 
Meeting Location:  Ryan White Offices, 2223 W. Loop South, Rm 532; Houston, Texas 77027 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT MEMBERS PRESENT OTHERS PRESENT
Bruce Turner, Chair Pete Rodriguez Jim Osburn, Theratechnologies 
Tana Pradia, Secretary Imran Shaikh Nancy Miertschin, Harris Health 
Veronica Ardoin Crystal Starr Skeet Boyle, Greeter 
Tony Crawford Carol Suazo  
Bobby Cruz Isis Torrente  
Johnny Deal   
Ronnie Galley MEMBERS ABSENT STAFF PRESENT 
Gregory Hamilton Ted Artiaga, excused Ryan White Grant Administration 
Angela F. Hawkins Rosalind Belcher Carin Martin 
Allison Hesterman Ahmier Gibson, excused Heather Keizman 
Dawn Jenkins Arlene Johnson Samantha Bowen 
Daphne L. Jones J. Hoxi Jones, excused  
Denis Kelly Mel Joseph, excused The Resource Group 
Peta-gay Ledbetter Robert Noble Sha’Terra Johnson-Fairley  
Tom Lindstrom Matilda Padilla, excused  
Holly McLean John Poole, excused Office of Support 
Rodney Mills Faye Robinson, excused Tori Williams 
Niquita Moret Gloria Sierra, excused Amber Harbolt  
Allen Murray  Diane Beck 
Shital Patel   
 
Call to Order: C. Bruce Turner, Chair, called the meeting to order at 12:10 p.m. 
During the opening remarks, Turner acknowledged the birthdays of Crawford and Kelly.  He expressed 
thanks to Tana and Nancy who proofread the FY 2020 Ryan White Part A grant application.   For the 
last two years, Cecilia Oshingbade has worked with committee co-chairs to provide Committee Cross 
Training which has been valuable to new members and others.  He asked Cecilia if she would organize 
the training again this year, which will begin at 12 noon on Wednesday, September 18th.  Soon, the 
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Office of Support staff will send detailed information about all three of the trainings.  In the meantime, 
please let Tori know if you want to attend the training on September 18th.  Turner stated that the visitors 
from HHS have been delayed due to a logistical issue and will hopefully be able join us next month.  
Turner then called for a Moment of Reflection. 
 
Adoption of the Agenda:  Motion #1: it was moved and seconded (Kelly, Galley) to adopt the agenda 
with one change: replace D. Meet and Greet with New Funding Opportunity from C. Martin.  Motion 
Carried.    
 
Approval of the Minutes: Motion #2: it was moved and seconded (Torrente, Crawford) to approve the 
August 8, 2019 minutes. Motion Carried. Abstentions: Ardoin, Hawkins, McLean, Patel, Rodriguez, 
Starr, Suazo. 
 
New Funding Opportunity:  Carin Martin, Manager, Ryan White Grant Administration, gave an 
overview of the End the HIV Epidemic Plan for America notice of funding opportunity and how the 
Houston EMA will use the funds to develop and implement Test and Treat protocols in all of the Ryan 
White funded primary care clinics. The funds for this particular grant will not be allocated by the 
Planning Council. 
 
Public Comment and Announcements: None. 
 
Reports from Committees 
Comprehensive HIV Planning Committee: Daphne L. Jones, Chair, reported on the following: 
FY 2020 EIIHA Target Populations:  The EIIHA Workgroup met on July 30, 2019 to select  
the FY 2020 EIIHA target populations for inclusion in the Ryan White Part A grant application. Please 
see the attached target populations’ criteria worksheet and the target populations’ selection matrix.  This 
information was distributed broadly along with instructions on how to submit public comment.  On 
August 8, 2019, the Comprehensive HIV Planning Committee approved the attached motions from the 
EIIHA Workgroup.  
Epidemiological Profile: The Committee reviewed and offered content feedback on drafts of Chapter 3 
(Vulnerability to HIV in the Houston Area) and Chapter 4 (HIV Service Utilization in the Houston Area). 
Needs Assessment Progress:  Harbolt said that as of 09/12/19, 569 surveys have been completed which 
is 97% of the minimum sample size. 
 
Affected Community Committee:  Isis Torrente, Co-Chair, reported on the following: 
Training: Standards of Care and Performance Measures: The Committee received a copy of the training 
on Standards of Care and Performance Measures.  Most had been trained previously at the Quality 
Improvement or another committee meeting.   
2019 Workgroup Meetings for FY 2020 Standards of Care and Performance Measures: The 2019 
workgroup meetings to provide input into the FY 2020 Standards of Care and Performance Measures 
are scheduled for the following dates: 

• 12 noon, Monday September 23, 2019 – Consumer-Only Workgroup Meeting 
• 2 pm, Monday October 7, 2019 – Community Workgroup Meeting 

Training: What is the Difference? Telehealth vs. Telemedicine: See the attached training materials for 
What is the Difference? Telehealth vs. Telemedicine.   
2019 Community Events:  See the attached list of 2019 Community Events.    
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2019 Greeters:  See the attached list of 2019 Greeters. Heartfelt thanks go to those who greet our guests 
as they arrive and help them feel comfortable at our meetings.   
 
Quality Improvement Committee: Denis Kelly, Co-Chair, reported on the following: 
Training: What is the Difference? Telehealth vs. Telemedicine: The Quality Improvement Committee 
also received training on What is the Difference? Telehealth vs.  Telemedicine.  And, please see the 
attached memo from Nancy Miertschin at Harris Health System regarding HRSA’s Position Statement 
on Telehealth & Telemedicine as Applied to the Practice of Infectious Disease. 
Reports from Administrative Agent – Part A/MAI*: See the attached reports from the Part A/MAI 
Administrative Agent: 

• FY19 Procurement Report – Part A & MAI, dated 08/07/19 
• FY19 Service Utilization Report – Part A & MAI, as of 08/07/19 

Reports from Administrative Agent – Part B/SS:  See the attached reports from the Part B/State 
Services Administrative Agent: 

• FY 2019/20 Procurement Report Part B – dated 07/24/19 
• FY 2018/19 Procurement Report DSHS** SS – dated 07/24/19 
• FY 2019/20 RW Part B Service Utilization – dated 07/31/19 
• FY 2018/19 DSHS Service Utilization – dated 07/31/19 
• FY 2018/19 Health Insurance Program Report – dated 07/29/19 

Assessment of the Administrative Mechanism – Part A/MAI: Motion #3: Approve the attached FY 2018 
Assessment of the Administrative Mechanism for Part A and Minority AIDS Initiative (MAI).  No 
corrective action required.  Motion Carried.  Abstentions:  Moret, Shaikh, Suazo. 
Quarterly Committee Report:  See the attached Quarterly Committee Report. 
 
Priority and Allocations Committee: No report.  
 
Operations Committee: Ronnie Galley, Co-Chair, reported on the following: 
2020 Council Membership: The Committee interviewed six Council applicants on August 26, 2019 and 
will interview additional applicants at their September meeting. 
 
Report from Office of Support: Tori Williams, Director, summarized the attached report. 
 
Report from Ryan White Grant Administration: Carin Martin, Manager, summarized the attached 
report. 
 
Report from The Resource Group:  Sha’Terra Johnson-Fairly, Health Planner, summarized the 
attached report.   
 
Medical Updates: Patel presented the attached information about Opioid misuse. 
 
Ryan White Part C Urban and Part D: Jenkins said that the assister certification training for the 
Affordable Care Act is starting again. All Ryan White case managers are required to have this training. 
Community Development Advisory Council (CDAC): Deal said that his two year term ended in June 
2019 and they are in the process of restructuring.  
 
Updates from Task Forces 
Project PATHH: Deal said that they will be meeting on Saturday morning at the Shrine of the Black 
Madonna on MLK Blvd. 
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HIV and Aging Coalition: Kelly said that this Sunday, 09/15/19 they will host a free 70’s jazz and 
dance social event at Neon Boots from 5 pm - 9 pm.  See the flyer in your packet for more information. 

Texas HIV Medication Advisory Committee:  Turner said that he was not reappointed and there may 
be a surprising announcement from the committee. 

Positive Women’s Network (PWN): Pradia said they will have an event on 10/19/19 in observance of 
National Day of Action to End Violence Against Women Living with HIV.  See attached flyer. 

Texas Black Women’s Initiative: Johnson-Fairley said they will have a team meeting next Thursday, 
09/19/19. If anyone is interested in attending please let her know. 

END HIV Houston:  The group met yesterday to talk about the new funding opportunity for the national 
End HIV initiative.  

Texans living with HIV Network:  Pradia said that they are regrouping right now so she will provide 
an update next month 
 
Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 1:25 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
__________________________________________   Date _________________ 
Victoria Williams, Director  
 
 
Draft Certified by 
Council Chair:   ______________________________  Date __________________  
 
 
Final Approval by 
Council Chair:    ______________________________  Date __________________ 
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Council Voting Records for September 12, 2019 

C = Chair of the meeting 
ja = Just arrived 
lm = Left the meeting 
lr = Left the room 

Motion #1 
Agenda 
Carried 

Motion #2 
Minutes 
Carried 

Motion #3 
FY18 Assessment 

of the Admin Mech
Carried 
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Bruce Turner, Chair    C    C    C Pete Rodriguez  X    X    X   
Tana Pradia, Secretary  X    X    X   Imran Shaikh  X    X      X 
Veronica Ardoin  X      X  X   Crystal Starr  X      X  X   
Tony Crawford  X    X    X   Carol Suazo  X      X    X 
Bobby Cruz  X    X    X   Isis Torrente  X    X    X   
Johnny Deal  X    X    X                
Ronnie Galley  X    X    X                
Gregory Hamilton  X    X    X   MEMBERS ABSENT 
Angela F. Hawkins  X      X  X   Ted Artiaga             
Allison Hesterman  X    X    X   Rosalind Belcher             
Dawn Jenkins  X    X    X   Ahmier Gibson             
Daphne L. Jones  X    X    X   Arlene Johnson             
Denis Kelly  X    X    X   J. Hoxi Jones             
Peta-gay Ledbetter  X    X    X   Mel Joseph             
Tom Lindstrom  X    X    X   Robert Noble             
Holly McLean  X      X  X   Matilda Padilla             
Rodney Mills  X    X    X   John Poole             
Niquita Moret  X    X      X Faye Robinson             
Allen Murray  X    X    X   Gloria Sierra             
Shital Patel  X      X  X                

 
 
  





June 2019

Ending the HIV Epidemic: A Plan for America
HHS is proposing a once-in-a-generation opportunity to eliminate new HIV infections in our nation. 
The multi-year program will infuse 48 counties, Washington, D.C., San Juan, Puerto Rico, as well 
as 7 states that have a substantial rural HIV burden with the additional expertise, technology, and 
resources needed to end the HIV epidemic in the United States. Our four strategies – diagnose, 
treat, protect, and respond – will be implemented across the entire U.S. within 10 years.

HI
V

Te
st

GOAL:

75% 
reduction 

in new HIV 
infections
in 5 years 
and at least

90%
reduction 

in 10 years.

HHS will work with each community to establish local teams 
on the ground to tailor and implement strategies to:

Diagnose all people with HIV as early as possible.

Treat people with HIV rapidly and effectively to reach 
sustained viral suppression.

Prevent new HIV transmissions by using proven interventions, including 
pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) and syringe services programs (SSPs).

Respond quickly to potential HIV outbreaks to get needed 
prevention and treatment services to people who need them.

The Initiative will target our resources to the 48 highest burden 
counties, Washington, D.C., San Juan, Puerto Rico, and 7 states  

with a substantial rural HIV burden.

Geographical Selection:  
Data on burden of HIV in the US shows areas where 
HIV transmission occurs more frequently. More 
than 50% of new HIV diagnoses* occurred in only 48 
counties, Washington, D.C., and San Juan, Puerto 
Rico. In addition, 7 states have a substantial rural 
burden – with over 75 cases and 10% or more of 
their diagnoses in rural areas.

*2016-2017 data

Ending 
the
HIV
Epidemic

www.HIV.gov
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