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HOUSTON AREA HIV SERVICES  
RYAN WHITE PLANNING COUNCIL 

<<>> 
We envision an educated community where the needs of all persons living with and/or affected by HIV are met by accessible,  

effective, and culturally sensitive health and psychosocial services that are part of a fully coordinated system.  
 

The community will continue to intervene responsibly until the end of the epidemic. 
 

The Houston Eligible Metropolitan Area (EMA) Ryan White Planning Council will improve the quality of life and advocate for 
those living with and/or affected by HIV by taking a leadership role in the planning and assessment of HIV resources. 

 

AGENDA 
12 noon, September 10, 2020 

Meeting Location: Online or via phone 
Click on the following link to join the Zoom meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/995831210?pwd=UnlNdExMVFFqeVgzQ0NJNkpieXlGQT09 
Meeting ID: 995 831 210 

Passcode: 577264 
Or, use the following telephone number: 346 248-7799 

 
 
I. Call to Order Tana Pradia, Chair, 

A. Welcome and Moment of Reflection  Ryan White Planning Council 
B. Adoption of the Agenda 
C. Approval of the Minutes 
D. Training: Intimate Partner Violence and HIV    Heather Keizman, RN 

Clinical Quality Improvement 
Ryan White Grant Admin. 

E. Updates from the Texas Dept. of Health Services   Shelley Lucas, MPH 
Manager, HIV/STD 
Prevention and Care Branch 

 
II. Public Comments and Announcements 

(NOTE: If you wish to speak during the Public Comment portion of the meeting, please sign up on the clipboard at the front 
of the room.  No one is required to give his or her name or HIV status.  All meetings are audio taped by the Office of Support 
for use in creating the meeting minutes.  The audiotape and the minutes are public record.  If you state your name or HIV status 
it will be on public record.  If you would like your health status known, but do not wish to state your name, you can simply 
say: “I am a person living with HIV”, before stating your opinion.  If you represent an organization, please state that you are 
representing an agency and give the name of the organization.  If you work for an organization, but are representing yourself, 
please state that you are attending as an individual and not as an agency representative. Individuals can also submit written 
comments to the Council Secretary who would be happy to read the comments on behalf of the individual at this point in the 
meeting. The Chair of the Council has the authority to limit public comment to 1 minute per person. All information from the 
public must be provided in this portion of the meeting. Council members please remember that this is a time to hear from the 
community.  It is not a time for dialogue.  Council members and staff are asked to refrain from asking questions of the person 
giving public comment.) 

 
 
III. Reports from Committees    

A. Comprehensive HIV Planning Committee    Daphne L. Jones and   
No report        Steven Vargas, Co-Chairs 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/995831210?pwd=UnlNdExMVFFqeVgzQ0NJNkpieXlGQT09
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B. Operations Committee      Ronnie Galley and  
Item: Youth Group       Carol Suazo, Co-Chairs 

  Recommended Action: FYI: The Youth Group met with  
Andrea Washington, a therapist with The Recovery Center, 
who provided information on The Effect of Drugs and Alcohol 
on Relationships.  Then, Rod provided box lunches, gift cards 
and cloth masks from Council Chair, Tana Pradia.  

 
 C. Affected Community Committee     Veronica Ardoin and  

Item: Training: Emergency Preparedness Bingo   Rodney Mills, Co-Chairs 
Recommended Action: FYI: Committee members  
Participated in an educational Bingo game related 
to Emergency Preparedness.  The presentation was 
quite timely in lieu of Hurricane Laura moving into  
the Gulf of Mexico that evening.  
 
Item: Consumer Only Standards of Care Workgroup  Meeting   
Recommended Action: FYI: On Monday, September 21, 2020, 
the Affected Community Committee will meet to provide input 
into the FY 2021 Standards of Care and Performance Measures. 
All consumers are welcome.  All others are encouraged to participate 
In a second meeting for all Council and community members.  The  
date for the second meeting is to be announced.   

 
D. Quality Improvement Committee     Denis Kelly and 

Item: Reports from the Administrative Agent – Part A/MAI* Pete Rodriguez, Co-Chairs  
Recommended Action: FYI: See the attached reports from the 
Part A/MAI Administrative Agent: 
• FY20 Procurement Report – Part A & MAI, dated 08/13/20 
• FY20 Service Utilization Report – Part A & MAI, dated 08/11/20 
• FY18 Quality Management Program update 

 
Item: Public Comment  
Recommended Action:  Based upon the attached public comment, 
Ryan White Grant Administration staff offered to provided quarterly 
updates on Performance Measures that are not meeting their 
benchmarks.  

 
Item: Reports from the Administrative Agent – Part B/SS   
Recommended Action:  FYI:  See the attached reports from the Part B/ 
State Services Administrative Agent: 
• FY 2020/21 Procurement Report Part B – dated 07/23/20 
• FY 2020/21 Service Utilization 1st Qtr. Part B– dated 08/05/20 
• FY 2019/20 Procurement Report DSHS SS – dated 07/23/20 
• FY 2019/20 Health Insurance Program Report – dated 08/03/20 
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Item: FY 2019 Assessment of the Part A/MAI Administrative Mechanism 
Recommended Action:  Approve the attached FY 2019 Assessment  
of the Ryan White Part A/MAI Administrative Mechanism.  Since the  
report found no deficiencies, no corrective action is necessary.  

 
E. Priority and Allocations Committee     Bobby Cruz and  

No report         Allen Murray, Co-chairs. 
 
 
V. Report from the Office of Support Tori Williams, Director 
 
VI. Report from Ryan White Grant Administration Carin Martin, Manager 
 
VII. Report from The Resource Group S. Johnson-Fairley 
  Health Planner 
VIII. Medical Updates Shital Patel, MD 
  Baylor College of Medicine 
IX. New Business (30 seconds/report) 

A. Ryan White Part C Urban and Part D Dawn Jenkins 
B. HOPWA Niquita Moret 
C. Community Prevention Group (CPG) Steven Vargas 
D. Update from Task Forces: 

• Sexually Transmitted Infections (STI) John Poole 
• African American S. Johnson-Fairley 
• Latino Steven Vargas 
• Youth Gloria Sierra 
• MSM John Poole 
• Hepatitis C 
• Project PATHH (Protecting our Angels Through Healing Hearts)  Ronnie Galley 

formerly Urban AIDS Ministry 
E. HIV and Aging Coalition Skeet Boyle 
F. Texas HIV Medication Advisory Committee Nancy Miertschin 
G. Positive Women’s Network Tana Pradia 
H. Texas Black Women’s Initiative Sha’Terra Johnson-Fairly 
I. Texas HIV Syndicate  Amber Harbolt 
J. END HIV Houston Steven Vargas/Crystal Townsend 
K. Texans Living with HIV Network Tana Pradia 

 
 
 
IX. Announcements 
 
 
X. Adjournment  
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 HOUSTON AREA HIV SERVICES  
RYAN WHITE PLANNING COUNCIL 

<<>> 
We envision an educated community where the needs of all persons living with HIV and/or affected individuals are 

met by accessible, effective, and culturally sensitive health and psychosocial services that are part of a fully  
coordinated system. The community will continue to intervene responsibly until the end of the epidemic. 

 
The Houston Eligible Metropolitan Area (EMA) Ryan White Planning Council will improve the quality of life  

and advocate for those living with and/or affected by HIV by taking a leadership role in the planning  
and assessment of HIV resources. 

 

 
MINUTES 

12 noon, Thursday, August 6, 2020 
Meeting Location: Zoom teleconference 

 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT MEMBERS PRESENT OTHERS PRESENT 
Tana Pradia, Chair Pete Rodriguez Anthony Williams, Goodwill 
Allen Murray, Vice Chair Carol Suazo  
Crystal Starr, Secretary Bruce Turner  
Kevin Aloysius Steven Vargas STAFF PRESENT 
Veronica Ardoin Andrew Wilson Ryan White Grant Administration
Rosalind Belcher  Carin Martin 
Mauricia E. Chatman MEMBERS ABSENT Heather Keizman 
Enrique Chavez Johnny Deal, excused Rebecca Edwards 
Tony Crawford Ahmier Gibson  
Bobby Cruz Gregory Hamilton The Resource Group 
Ronnie Galley Arlene Johnson Sha’Terra Johnson-Fairley 
Angela F. Hawkins Daphne L. Jones, excused Crystal Townsend 
Dawn Jenkins Deondre Moore  
Denis Kelly Matilda Padilla Office of Support 
Tom Lindstrom Shital Patel, excused Tori Williams 
Holly McLean John Poole Amber Harbolt  
Josh Mica Rashel Richardson Diane Beck 
Rodney Mills Imran Shaikh, excused  
Niquita Moret Gloria Sierra  
Oscar Perez   
Faye Robinson   

 
Call to Order: Tana Pradia, Chair, called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m.  
During the opening remarks, Pradia thanked members for meeting a week early so that members can participate 
in the National Ryan White Conference.  The conference will take place from August 11th  
until the 14th.  Hopefully, members will take advantage of this unique opportunity and attend a National HIV 
Conference work group or plenary from their Houston home or office.   
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Pradia then called for a Moment of Reflection. 
 
Adoption of the Agenda:  Motion #1: it was moved and seconded (Kelly, Mica) to adopt the agenda with one 
change: move the Report from the Resource Group to V..  Motion carried.    
 
Approval of the Minutes:  Motion #2: it was moved and seconded (Starr, Jenkins) to approve the June 11, 
2020 minutes.  Motion carried.  Abstention: Crawford. 
Motion #3: it was moved and seconded (Mica, Hawkins) to approve the July 9, 2020 minutes.  Motion carried.  
Abstentions: Chavez, Galley, Perez. 
 
Training: Goodwill-HOPWA Project Good Hope:  Anthony Williams, Employment Specialist at Goodwill 
Industries of Houston, presented two videos and gave information about their employment program for PLWH.   
 
Public Comment and Announcements: None. 
 
Reports from Committees 
Comprehensive HIV Planning Committee: Steven Vargas, Co-Chair, reported on the following: 
FY 2021 EIIHA Target Populations: The EIIHA Workgroup met on July 16, 2020 to select the FY2021 EIIHA 
target populations for inclusion in the Ryan White Part A grant application. Please see the attached target 
populations criteria worksheet and the target populations selection matrix. This information was distributed 
broadly along with instructions on how to submit public comment.  As usual. on July 23, 2020, the 
Comprehensive HIV Planning Committee provided the final approval on the attached motions from the EIIHA 
Workgroup so that staff can start working on the Part A/MAI* grant application.  
 
Affected Community Committee:  Rodney Mills, Co-Chair, reported on the following: 
Training: COVID-19, Safe Sex and Jeopardy: Committee members participated in an educational game called 
COVID-19, Safe Sex and Jeopardy that was created by Diane Beck from the Office of Support. There was 
some stiff competition but Johnny Deal and Cecilia Oshingbade tied for first place.  All who played won a 
surgical mask and those who tied for first place will also receive a cloth mask, courtesy of Tana Pradia. Many 
thanks to Tana and Rodney for “test piloting” the game several weeks ago. 
 
Quality Improvement Committee: No report. 
 
Priority and Allocations Committee:  Bobby Cruz, Co-Chair, reported on the following: 
Reports from Administrative Agent – Part A/MAI*:  See the attached reports from Part A/Minority AIDS 
Initiative funding:  

• FY20 Procurement – Part A & MAI*, dated 07/16/20 
 
July 2020 Reallocations: Ryan White Part A & MAI* Funds: Martin said that the MAI* amount is an estimate, 
the final number has not yet been received from the Auditor’s Office.  Motion #4: Approve the attached July 
2020 Reallocation of Ryan White Part A and Minority AIDS Initiative (MAI) funds.  Motion Carried.  
Abstention: Kelly. 
 
* MAI = Minority AIDS Initiative funding. 
 
Operations Committee: Carol Suazo, Co-Chair, reported on the following: 
Youth Group: The Committee hosted a Zoom meeting with the Youth Group.  The presenter was Chad 
Brandt, a Clinical Psychologist with a specialty in anxiety. 
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FY 2021 Office of Support Budget:  Motion #5: Give the Director of the Office of Support the authority to 
implement parts or all of the attached plan of possible revisions to the FY 2020 Council Support Budget as we 
get closer to the end of the fiscal year and spending is clearer.  Motion carried.  
 
2020 Council Attendance:  See the attached chart which summarizes Council attendance in 2020. 
 
Report from The Resource Group:  Sha’Terra Johnson-Fairley, Health Planner, presented the attached 
report.   
 
Report from Office of Support: Tori Williams, Director, presented the attached report. 
 
Report from Ryan White Grant Administration: Carin Martin, Manager, presented the attached report. 
 
Updates from Task Forces 
Community Planning Group (CPG):  Vargas submitted the attached report.  
 
Announcements: Jenkins said that the Lifeline program provides low cost phone and internet services for low 
income households.  Kelly encouraged everyone to fill out the 2020 census asap as it is ending a month early. 
http://2020census.gov. Vargas said that he recently taught a Spanish version of the BLOC training, which 
trains Latinos to participate on planning bodies.  It is an historic event as it is one of the only times that HRSA 
has funded a training in another language.     
 
Aloysius said that PLWH have been excluded from COVID-19 vaccine trials.  If members see that, please ask 
the company why PLWH are being excluded.  Crawford said he was told that Baylor would be doing one for 
PLWH in January.  Vargas stated that Moderna will soon begin recruiting PLWH for their vaccine trials.  
 
Adjournment: Motion:  it was moved and seconded (Mica, Ardoin) to adjourn the meeting at 1:09 p.m. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
__________________________________________   Date _________________ 
Victoria Williams, Director  
 
 
Draft Certified by 
Council Chair:   ______________________________  Date __________________  
 
 
Final Approval by 
Council Chair:    ______________________________  Date __________________ 
 
 
*     MAI = Minority AIDS Initiative funding 
**   SS = State Services funding 
***EIIHA = Early Identification of Individuals with HIV and AIDS 
 

 

http://2020census.gov/
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Council Voting Record for August 6, 2020 

C = Chair of the meeting 
ja = Just arrived 
lm = Left the meeting 
lr = Left the room 
VP = Via phone 

Motion #1 
Agenda 
Carried 

Motion #2 
June 11, 2020 

Minutes 
Carried 

Motion #3 
July 9, 2020 

Minutes 
Carried 

 

Motion #1 
Agenda 
Carried 

Motion #2 
June 11, 2020 

Minutes 
Carried 

Motion #3 
July 9, 2020 

Minutes 
Carried 
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Tana Pradia, Chair    C    C    C Faye Robinson  X    X    X   
Allen Murray, Vice Chair  X    X    X   Pete Rodriguez  X    X    X   
Crystal Starr, Secretary  X    X    X   Carol Suazo X    X    X    
Kevin Aloysius  X    X    X   Bruce Turner  X    X    X   
Veronica Ardoin  X    X    X   Steven Vargas  X    X    X   
Rosalind Belcher X    X    X    Andrew Wilson  X    X    X   
Mauricia E. Chatman  X    X    X                
Enrique Chavez  X    X      X MEMBERS ABSENT             
Tony Crawford  X      X  X   Johnny Deal             
Bobby Cruz  X    X    X   Ahmier Gibson             
Ronnie Galley  X    X      X Gregory Hamilton             
Angela F. Hawkins  X    X    X   Arlene Johnson             
Dawn Jenkins  X    X    X   Daphne L. Jones             
Denis Kelly  X    X    X   Deondre Moore             
Tom Lindstrom  X    X    X   Matilda Padilla             
Holly McLean  X    X    X   Shital Patel             
Josh Mica  X    X    X   John Poole             
Rodney Mills  X    X    X   Rashel Richardson             
Niquita Moret  X    X    X   Imran Shaikh             
Oscar Perez  X    X      X Gloria Sierra             
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Council Voting Record - continued 
C = Chair of the meeting 
ja = Just arrived 
lm = Left the meeting 
lr = Left the room 
VP = Via phone 

Motion #4 
July 2020 

Reallocations 
Carried 

Motion #5 
FY 2020  

OS budget plan 
Carried 

 

Motion #4 
July 2020 

Reallocations 
Carried 

Motion #5 
FY 2020  

OS budget plan 
Carried 
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Tana Pradia, Chair    C    C Faye Robinson  X    X   
Allen Murray, Vice Chair  X    X   Pete Rodriguez  X    X   
Crystal Starr, Secretary  X    X   Carol Suazo    X  X   
Kevin Aloysius    X    X Bruce Turner  X      X 
Veronica Ardoin  X    X   Steven Vargas  X    X   
Rosalind Belcher  X    X   Andrew Wilson  X    X   
Mauricia E. Chatman  X    X            
Enrique Chavez    X    X MEMBERS ABSENT         
Tony Crawford  X    X   Johnny Deal         
Bobby Cruz  X    X   Ahmier Gibson         
Ronnie Galley  X    X   Gregory Hamilton         
Angela F. Hawkins  X    X   Arlene Johnson         
Dawn Jenkins    X  X   Daphne L. Jones         
Denis Kelly    X  X   Deondre Moore         
Tom Lindstrom  X    X   Matilda Padilla         
Holly McLean  X    X   Shital Patel         
Josh Mica  X    X   John Poole         
Rodney Mills  X    X   Rashel Richardson         
Niquita Moret  X    X   Imran Shaikh         
Oscar Perez    X  X   Gloria Sierra         

 




























































